

















concentration of fire-cracked rock fragments--was
exposed at a depth of approximately 25 cm. This
feature is presumably the deepest portion of a large
fire-cracked rock concentration that had been exposed
during the 1980 excavations. The function of the
rock concentration remains unknown.

A cultural resource inspection of several miles of
seismic lines in the Lisbon Valley and McElmo Canyon
areas of Utah and Colorade was conducted by Tim
McEnany in August of this year. Seven sites were
recorded during the project, one in Colorado and six
in Utah; most of the sites are lithic scatters of un-
known cultural affiliation. A potentially important
find is what might be a Mano complex (Early Archaic)
containing at least one hearth. The site (42SA10457)
is near Lisbon Valley. The complex was defined
mainly on the basis of surface finds in "blowouts";
thus, the site may provide more substantial informa-
tion. A large Pueblo 1l and/or Pueblo Il Anasazi
hunting camp was also recorded in the Lisbon Valley.

The El Jebel Project, under the field direction of Alan
Reed, involved excavations aimed at mitigating the
effects of the construction of a Colorado-Ute Electric
Association power pole atop 5EA484, an open lithic
scatter nominated to the NRHP The site is on a bench
overlooking the town of El Jebel and the Roaring Fork
River Valley, at an elevation of 6810 feet. All arti-
facts within a 100-foot-wide right-of-way were mapped
and collected, and a 10% sample (100 m2) of the
primary site area was excavated. The excavations
revealed buried cultural strata that contained various
stone and bone artifacts and five cultural features,
including two slab-lined roasting pits. A variety of

macrofloral and -faunal material was recovered from
these features, providing insight into subsistence
patterns. Three radiocarbon dating tests indicate oc-

cupations between 690190 BC and AD 500%120.

Excavations also were conducted on Piedra Pass in
Mineral County, where the Colorado Division of Wild-
life is planning to upgrade several existing ditches
that divert water from the Western Slope, over the
Continental Divide, into the Rio Grande drainage.
Nickens and Associates (Alan Reed, field director)
conducted limited test excavations in August at two
sites potentially affected by the project. The two
sites, 5ML45 and 5ML46, are atop or near the top of
the Continental Divide, at elevations of 11,400 and
11,850 feet, respectively. Ten T1-m-square test units
were dug at 5ML46 and 26 were dug at the three arti-
fact concentrations of 5ML45. Complete controlled
surface collections were made at both sites. Although
no cultural features were discovered, charcoal from
cultural strata was dated at 18201220 BC at 5ML46 and
between 3460%210 BC and 5900190 BC at 5ML45. Ob-
sidian artifacts were plentiful and provided relative
and absolute dates. Analysis of the cultural material
recovered at the two sites indicate cultural affiliation
with the Oshara Tradition, unlike other high-altitude
sites to the north.

In September, Gordon Tucker conducted an intensive
inventory of 760 acres of land to be affected by con-
struction of a uranium mine in Sweetwater County,
Wyoming, and located five prehistoric sites. One of
the sites is significant and considered eligible for

nomination to the NRHP, and four isolated finds; 4 of
the 5 sites are classified as limited activity, based on
size and internal characteristics. The fifth site is
considered a campsite because of its extensive area,
large number of artifacts, and abundant fire-cracked
rock fragments. Two diagnostic corner-notched pro-
jectile points from the surface of the campsite allowed
a temporal designation of either Late Plains Archaic or
beginning Late Prehistoric (approximately AD 500).

The archaeological survey of three transmission lines
(approximately 120 miles) and associated access roads
(approximately 32 miles) in northeastern Utah and
northwestern Colorado located a total of 43 archaeo-
logical sites. This Bonanza Power Plant Project was
conducted in the fall of 1981, under the field direc-
tion of Diana Christensen. All of the sites recorded
are prehistoric, although some have historic compo-
nents; five of the sites are in Colorado, near the
White River and west of Rangely; and the rest are in
Utah. A large quarry site (5RB2185) of dark brown
chert will be tested in the next few months (depend-
ing on the weather), before a tower possibly is con-
structed on this potentially significant site. Overall,
results from the project indicate that the predominant
site-selecting factors in this area are sand dunes, a
lithic source, a juniper woodland, prominent view,
and sandstone outcrops; water appears to have been
a minor factor in site selection. Work will continue
on the project this year, when transmission lines for
the Moon Lake Project are surveyed.

Field work, under the supervision of Susan Chandler
and Paul Nickens, has been completed of approxi-
mately 145 miles of right-of-way for Colorado-Ute
Electric Association's proposed 345 kV transmission
line from Rifle, Colorado, to the San Juan generating
station near Farmington, New Mexico. A total of 171
sites and 103 isolated finds have been recorded so far
and represent Archaic, Ute, Anasazi, and historic
aboriginal and Euro-American occupations. A prelimi-
nary report is being prepared.

In September 1981, Paul Nickens conducted cultural
resource surveys of five proposed well sites and
associated new and existing access roads. These
developments are in the proposed Happy Canyon Unit,
a tract of land lying primarily in the National Park
Service Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, Utah.
During field work, forty-nine prehistoric sites were
recorded. All of the sites were lithic; and the few
diagnostic artifacts noted, along with the absence of
pottery, indicate extensive aboriginal use of the area
during the Archaic period (ca. 6400 BC to AD 500).
The primary natural resource that attracted Archaic
groups to this area was probably the large outcrop-
ings of high-quality cherts that occur in abundance
in the Chinle Formation. Besides the quarry sites, a
few large basecamp sites, often associated with rock
shelters or sandstone outcrops, were recorded, along
with numerous small chipping stations and camp sites.

Gary Matlock directed an inventory of approximately
640 acres in the vicinity of Bodo Canyon, southwest
of Durango, in October. Twenty-four prehistoric
sites and ten isolated finds were recorded of a pro-
posed radioactive waste-disposal site. An additional
five sites had previously been recorded within the
project boundaries. Of the 29 sites, 24 have been
judged to have NRHP potential and will require miti-
gation should the project be implemented.





